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New WKU
store to open
in Stadium
Park Plaza
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU will be opening a new store in
the Stadium Park Plaza in downtown
Bowling Green in conjunction with a
new Starbucks location.
The new store, located in what was
formerly Hitcents Park Plaza near
the Bowling Green ballpark, will sell
WKU merchandise and student-made
items, according to WKU officials.
According to Gary Meszaros, the assistant vice president of Business and
Auxiliary Services, the new location
will target those who may not be inclined to visit the other store locations.
“It’s more of a tourist attraction because it is downtown,” he said. “We’ll
also have souvenirs, gifts, polo shirts,
sportswear — maybe even Hot Rods
merchandise — things like that. It
should be very unique.”
He also said they hope eventually to
sell things like wine and cheese from
the WKU farm.
Meszaros said he and his team have
been working with Jerry Katzoff, owner of Stadium Park Plaza and the Bowling Green Hot Rods, to plan the store.
“We’re working with Starbucks and
working with the owner of the location, Jerry Katzoff,” Meszaros said.
“We’re all working together as a group
to try to get this thing open this summer.”
He added that although the dates are
a little fuzzy, the group hopes to have
the store open by the Fourth of July,
a big weekend for the Bowling Green
Hot Rods.
Steve Hoyng is the resident district
manager at ARAMARK Higher Education and also works with the WKU Restaurant Group. He helped obtain the
approval needed to open a Starbucks
in the new WKU Store at Stadium Park
Plaza.
“This is a really unique opportunity
for us,” Hoyng said.
Unlike the Starbucks located on
campus, this one will be open yearround. On campus, the Starbucks
closes during breaks and holidays.
Starbucks was chosen to enter Stadium Park Plaza for its brand recognition, Hoyng said.
Hoyng explained the WKU Store
would operate as the franchisee of the
Starbucks inside.
Meszaros explained how the gallery
selling student work and products
would operate.

SEE WKU STORE PAGE A2
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WKU president Gary Ransdell prepares to announce his resignation at the Board of Regentsmeeting at WKU's Elizabethtown
campus on Jan. 29. Ransdell's retirement from his presidency will be effective June 30, 2017. EMILY KASK/HERALD

ransdell retires
President Ransdell announces plan to retire June 2017
BY JACOB DICK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

T

WKU President Gary Ransdell announced his resignation of
presidency at the Board of Regents meeting on WKU's Elizabethtown campus on January 29, 2016. Ransdell's retirement
from his presidency will be effective June 30, 2017.
EMILY KASK/HERALD

he next 17 months will be a crucial time
as Gary Ransdell prepares to step down
as WKU’s ninth president.
WKU will be searching for a new leader while
Ransdell spends his final months reshaping
the university he rebuilt to cope with dramatic
changes in how the state funds higher education.
“The pace of this university will quicken over
the next 17 months. We have much to address
and much to achieve,” Ransdell said Friday
when announcing his planned retirement at a
WKU Board of Regents meeting in Elizabethtown.
“It’s emotional, but there is much work to
do over the next 17 months,” Ransdell said. “I
SEE RANSDELL PAGE A2

New appointments take place in Student Affairs
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Several new administrative appointments have taken place within the Division of Student Affairs, according to
university officials.
Brian Kuster, the former director of
Housing and Residence Life, was appointed vice president for Student Affairs at the end of last semester. After
being appointed, Kuster made several
new appointments within the division.
“It’s been an exciting month or so,”
he said.
Lynne Holland was appointed the
new chief diversity officer, according
to an email from President Gary Ransdell. The position was formerly associated with the Academic Affairs office
and is now within the Student Affairs
division.
Holland said she could not comment at time of publication.
In the email announcing Holland’s
appointment, Ransdell said, “By transferring the Chief Diversity Officer duties from Academic Affairs to Student
Affairs, we, in my opinion, properly
align these important services with
other student-related services in the
Division of Student Affairs.”
Kuster said the Office of Institutional
Diversity and Inclusion was “put back
under Student Affairs just last Mon-

Lynne Howard

Brian Kuster

for the two centers, to her former positions.
Holland was contacted for comment
on her new appointments but was not
available for comment.
Kit Tolbert, who was the director of
Housing Operations, has been appointed to Kuster’s former position as
the director of HRL.
“Kit and I have worked together for

Our biggest resource for helping students
is our professional staff.”
Vice President of Student Affairs
Brian Kuster
day.”
“That office had been under Student
Affairs about 8 years ago,” he said. “It
was kind of a natural move back into
Student Affairs because the primary
focus is on students.”
Holland was also recently appointed
assistant vice president for Student
Affairs and dean of students by Brian
Kuster. Formerly, Holland served as
the director for the Center of Career
and Professional Development and
the Student Accessibility Resource
Center.
Holland appointed Robert Unseld,
who was formerly assistant director

30 years or more,” Kuster said. “She
was obviously a natural choice for that
position. Kit was getting ready to retire
on March 31 … but she decided to stay
around for this opportunity.”
Kuster said all appointments and
changes within Student Affairs became effective on Jan. 2, the staff’s first
day back from break.
“Our biggest resource for helping
students is our professional staff,”
Kuster said. “They’re very well trained
and dedicated. We have a very diverse
leadership within the division also,
which I think is important.”
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WKU to offer on-campus mental health support group
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU students who face
mental health issues will now
have an on-campus support
group to attend.
The group, which is offered
by the Bowling Green Chapter of the National Alliance for
Mental Illness, will meet two
times a month in room 211 of
the Academic Complex. The
meetings, which run from 6
p.m. to 7:30 p.m., are open
to all students regardless of
whether they have an official
mental health diagnosis.
“Any students are invited to

come; they don’t have to have
a formal diagnosis of depression or anxiety or schizophrenia or any other mental health
diagnosis,” said Jay Gabbard,
associate professor of social
work, who will be overseeing
the group.
The Bowling Green chapter
of NAMI, founded in 1985,
originally offered support
groups only for the family
members of individuals with
mental illnesses. A growing
interest in these groups eventually led to the formation of
Connections support groups,
or support groups for individuals facing their own mental

health problems.
Since then, NAMI Bowling
Green has grown, expanding from the meeting rooms
of churches to its own office,
Wellness Connection.
Larry Gregory, the president
of NAMI Bowling Green, said
the idea to bring a support
group to WKU had been discussed for several years.
Gabbard, noticed that many
students, especially those early in their academic careers,
struggled with both anxiety
and stress in a new environment away from their support
systems.
After a student’s suicide on

campus in November 2015,
there was a push to start the
group as soon as possible.
“I felt that it was very necessary that we get something
started to support all the students on Western Kentucky’s
campus,” Gregory said.
The result is a free group that
will serve as another resource
for students to use in addition
to the on-campus Counseling
and Testing Center and other
mental health providers.
Gabbard stressed that this
group will not serve as primary therapy. Any student
who shows serious psychiatric
illness will be referred to the

center.
He added, “The value of a
support group is people are
able to talk to other people
who are experiencing significant issues with depression,
anxiety or other mental health
symptoms and receive support from them and also suggestions on things that have
worked in their lives.”
So far, the idea for the support group has received positive responses from faculty
and staff.
“The main thing is to create
awareness. There is support
and there is help, and then there
also is hope,” Gregory said.

SGA to vote on staff, faculty salary increase resolution
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
On Tuesday the Student Government Association will review a resolution calling for an
increase in faculty and staff salaries for the 2016-17 fiscal year.
The resolution demonstrates
student support for an initiative that will include a faculty
and staff salary increase in the
budget for next year.
Faculty and staff have not received a significant pay raise in
several years, said Cole McDowell, the author of the resolution.
“I saw an article in the Herald last September that said
that faculty salaries may see a

boost next year in the budget,”
McDowell said. “I thought that
this was a possibility and that
Gary Ransdell and Ann Mead
were interested in pursuing it,
that it would be a nice gesture
from the students to show that
they also support it.”
The lack of a faculty and staff
pay raise can be traced to several factors.
Budget cuts, funding reallocation and administrative prioritization all play a part, said Jay
Todd Richey, the SGA president.
Richey placed most of the
blame for failure to raise salaries on the administration’s
choices.
“They [the administration]

RANSDELL

Continued from Front

now turn 100 percent of my attention
to the challenges ahead of us and all
that needs to be achieved in the coming months.”
With his retirement date set, Ransdell said, he will not be worried about
job security or other factors in making
tough decisions that WKU faces.
While Ransdell will leave the presidency on June 30, 2017, he will take a
six-month sabbatical and officially retire on Dec. 31 that year.
The president’s announcement came
in the same week Gov. Matt Bevin ordered an immediate 4.5 percent cut
to WKU’s current state funding, along
with a 9 percent cut proposed to be effective July 1.
Under Bevin’s plan, all state funding
for universities would be shifted to a
performance-based pool over the following three years with money awarded based on how a university performs
against benchmarks that have not yet
been established. Under his plan, there
would be no guaranteed state funding
beyond the performance pool.
While the president’s announcement
came during the same week, Ransdell
said he and his wife Julie had been
considering his retirement for several months and felt the timing was
right. He said he wanted to “go out on
positive circumstances, do this on our
terms.”
He knows the next president will face
enormous challenges.
"My successor's challenge will be to
lead WKU in the penetration of a performance funding pool of money,"
Ransdell said.
WKU was in a similar situation in
1997, when Kristen Miller was the student body president and was appoint-

can do it every year if they
want to, but they’ve chosen
not to for a while,” he said.
The resolution is not a guarantee that there will be a pay
raise. It is merely a suggestion
from students to the administration. The choice to implement student’s suggestions
rests with the administration.
McDowell expects them to
deliver their decision near the
end of this semester after next
year’s budget is finalized.
Gov. Matt Bevin’s decision
to enact budget cuts for this
fiscal year will be one of the
biggest problems the initiative
will face.
“Other areas may take prior-

ed to the search committee looking for
the university’s ninth president.
When Thomas Meredith stepped
down as president in 1996, WKU was
left at a crossroads on which direction
the growing university should go. According to Miller, Meredith had laid the
groundwork for the school’s expansion, but budget issues were a growing
concern.
“There were serious talks about cutting the football or academic programs,” Miller said. “There was one
pot of money everyone was fighting
over, and we thought we would have
to choose between being a school with
athletics or academics. There wasn’t an
option for both.”
Miller, who had been a columnist for
the Herald before being elected SGA
president, was the student representative on the committee that would select a replacement for Meredith.
The company WKU commissioned
to search for candidates for president
initially introduced five people for the
committee to consider, according to
Miller. Shortly after, the company contacted the board to announce they had
found a sixth candidate who was an
alumnus and who had a different kind
of background in administration. That
candidate was Gary Ransdell.
Ransdell, who graduated from WKU
in 1973, already had a work history
with WKU. In 1974 he was hired as a
field representative in the Office of
University School Relations. He assumed the role of associate director
of Alumni Affairs in 1978, according to
his official bio on WKU’s website. After
leaving WKU, Ransdell spent time in
administrative roles at Southern Methodist University and Clemson University before applying for the WKU post
and returning to WKU in 1997.
Miller said she wasn’t quite sure what

ity in the budget,” Richey said.
In addition to the call for a
salary increase, McDowell attached a clause asking for salary increases to be guaranteed
in future budgets.
“I think that’s kind of been
what’s really detrimental to
our faculty salaries because it’s
never guaranteed,” McDowell
said.
McDowell’s resolution already has the support of President Gary Ransdell.
According to Richey, Ransdell has expressed desire to
see a faculty and staff salary
increase.
McDowell said the salary increase affects students as well.

to make of Ransdell at first, but it was
obvious from day one that he had a vision.
“No one had been really been focusing on the university’s financial
interests like they do today, and they
couldn’t see what Gary could see,” Miller said. “He was telling us about some
of the things he had done at Clemson,
and we were thinking, ‘That’s great, but
what does that have to do with WKU?’”
Still, Miller said, Ransdell left an impression on the board during his interview that would shape the future of the
university.
“The interview went well, and we
were about to wrap up when we asked
him if he had any questions for us,”
Miller said. “That’s when he pulled
out a binder full of ideas and thoughts
about programs. He had studied the
university’s budget and was already
planning things out.”
Tamela Smith, staff regent on WKU’s
Board of Regents, said those plans
have changed the university drastically
since she arrived in 1999.
“Even the landscape of the university has changed since I’ve been here,”
Smith said. “I’ve watched new buildings come up, and now we even offer doctoral programs. The growth of
campus has been pretty drastic.”
That growth during Ransdell’s administration includes the Mass Media
and Technology Hall, Ransdell Hall,
the Honors College and International
Center, a renovation of Diddle Arena,
massive expansion of Smith Stadium
and a full remodel to the Downing Student Union, formerly known as DUC.
During that time, Ransdell has also
led two capital fundraising campaigns
that raised over $304 million in gifts
and pledges.
While change has been dramatic
during Ransdell’s tenure at WKU, even

more change is on the horizon.
In addition to fundamental changes
proposed in state funding of higher
education, the building boom that has
marked Ransdell’s tenure may also be
coming to a halt. Bevin’s budget recommends no major construction projects for the university — including the
planned new Gordon Ford College of
Business, the school’s top priority for
state construction money, and a new
parking garage students agreed to fund
with a fee.
To current SGA President Jay Todd
Richey, the president’s retirement at
this time doesn’t seem coincidental.
“His legacy is at its apex, and I believe
he is voluntarily stepping down to enable a new generation of leadership to
take over,” Richey said. “He is probably
going to cash in what political capital
he has garnered over the years for the
university.”
Richey said he believes candidates to
become WKU’s 10th president will be
hard pressed to match Ransdell’s involvement with students.
“Ransdell visited high schools to recruit — he visited my high school —
and that isn’t something you see from
a lot of university presidents,” Richey
said. “New candidates will have to
show a focus and involvement with
students.”
Miller, who is now co-chairwoman
of WKU Sisterhood with Julie Ransdell,
had some suggestions for regents who
will be selecting the next president in
2017.
“Find someone willing to provide for
the students in a broad range of experiences,” Miller said, “someone with a
laser focus to graduate sharp and educated students ready to face the world
— a person who will make sure students get an education with value for
the money they spend.”

WKU STORE

you might have to charge $125 or
something close to that.”
Ann Floresca, the director of the
WKU Store on campus, said the driving idea behind the store is tying it into
the Bowling Green community.
“We’re hoping to turn it into a showcase of campus work,” she said. “We
currently don’t really have anything
like this.”
She said while the main store on
campus sells things like textbooks,
clothing and computers, the downtown store will be more focused on the
Bowling Green community.
She added that in the coming weeks,
the teams will be getting back together
for more planning and figuring out exactly what the store will be selling.

Continued from FRONT
Greek Affairs

THE FOLLOWING
STUDENTS ATTENDED
THE NPHC GREEK 101
SESSION ON WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 27, 2016:
Ademuyewo, Adeleke
Barber, Briana
Davis, Brandon
Hanes, Bryant
Hill, Harrison
Johnson, Jardin
Johnson, Terren
King, Luther

Lightsy Jr., Jeff
Lott, Damonte
McCormick Jr, Darrel (DJ)
McNary, Brooke
Richardson, Alexus
Stubbs, Marcus
Ulmer-Briggs, Kilein

THE OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES PUBLISHES NAMES OF
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN JOINING AN NPHC ORGANIZATION TO
ENCOURAGE TRANSPARENCY AND SAFETY FOR ALL STUDENTS
INVOLVED. ANY AND ALL QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO
ALEX KENNEDY, COORDINATOR OF GREEK AFFAIRS AT
ALEXANDRIA.KENNEDY@WKU.EDU

“I feel that this is a student
issue because the quality of
our education is completely
dependent on the quality of
the faculty that we have here.
We’re going to attract quality
faculty to [WKU] if we offer
competitive salaries for our
faculty.” McDowell said.
Richey said he believes a pay
raise for faculty and staff is the
least the university could do to
demonstrate gratitude.
“The university would not
function properly if it weren’t
for faculty and staff members,
so we need to make sure that
they have the great opportunity to make the pay they deserve,” Richey said.

“If a student makes a painting or
something for a class, or a photojournalism student takes pictures, or ceramics, or sculptures, we’re going to
give students the opportunity to sell
their products there for a commission
on a consignment basis,” he said.
He said the store would keep a small
commission of whatever students sell
there.
“Let’s say you make a painting, and
you want to make $100,” he said. “We
will keep some amount, whether it’s
$20 or $30 — something like that. You
set the price, and we keep a certain
amount. So if you want to make $100,
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RAVE Guardian to provide campus safety
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
A new safety app funded
through the Division of Student Affairs will be coming to WKU within the next
year.
Similar to Eastern Kentucky
University’s LiveSafe app,
RAVE Guardian will be a guide
to security.
Student Government Association President Jay Todd
Richey outlined the idea behind the app.
“One of the primary goals
of the WKU Student Government Association is to enhance campus safety,” Richey
said. “It would enable students
to be proactive in reporting
dangerous situations, reduce
the severity of campus crime
and cause students to have an

additional layer of safety on
campus.”
Campus police Capt. Dominic Ossello said friends and
family of students can also
download the app.
The app will be able to track
the student’s location and tell
responders where the student
is located and possibly where
they’re going.
Ossello said the app is not
ready to be used by students
yet.
“We have a meeting scheduled to go over with IT later
this week. We are suppose to
sit down and check out the
logistics and see if we’re able
to get it up and running,” he
said.
Ossello also said it might be
available sooner rather than
later for students to access.
“We’re hoping to get it out by
this time next semester,” Os-

sello said.
According to Ossello, the
app will also be available
for regional campuses to
use.
Since this is a smartphone
app, it will be able to work
anywhere in the country, but
it is designed specifically to fit
WKU’s students’ needs.
“I’m just here to make sure
the police know what’s going
on,” Ossello said.
Elizabeth Madariaga, staff
counselor in the Counseling
and Testing Center, helped
headline the new safety app
for students.
“It provides different functions to help create a safety
net for the students,” Madariaga said. “It’s not to take the
place of the police officers or
to keep crime from happening. It’s there to help assist
students.”

Madariaga wants students
to benefit from this app and
use it as an extra survival
tool on campus. If students
feel uncertain about their
safety, this resource is there
to help.
Students can set a timer
from when they leave a certain
destination, and the app will
record how long it takes them
to reach their last destination.
If the student fails to turn off
the timer, then campus police and others to whom the
student allows access can see
it and respond in case danger
occurred.
Madariaga agrees students
will think the new app will be
helpful in some situations.
“Because we’re so technological, it’s just another layer to
offer students safety,” Madariaga said.
Unfortunately, the app is not

available to the whole Bowling
Green community.
“It’s for WKU students, faculty and staff. But the parents
can be invited to join the app
as well as long as you have
a link to WKU community,”
Madariaga said.
The app will provide calling
features for campus police
and 911. It will also sound an
alarm on students’ phones
in case they cannot reach the
blue emergency towers located around campus.
Madariaga feels the safety
of campus is an important
endeavor for WKU to invest
in.
“It’s letting students know
that we care about them
and what happens to them,”
Madariaga said. “We’re trying
to do everything we can to
keep our students safe as possible.”

Regents meeting talks retirement, state funding
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
While the announcement
of President Gary Ransdell’s
retirement eclipsed much of
the Board of Regents meeting
at Elizabethtown, the meeting
offered insight not only into
the next 17 months of Ransdell’s presidency, but into the
current state of postsecondary
education funding for Kentucky.
After a 42-minute closed session with the Board of Regents
and Ransdell for “a discussion
related to the appointment
and dismissal of individual
employees," the meeting then
transitioned back to open session with discussions and deliberations restricted to those
in the room.
Ransdell said his retirement
will be effective June 30, 2017,
after which time he will take a
six-month sabbatical and end
his employment with WKU on
Dec. 31 of the same year.
“I will serve with full energy and focus for the next 17
months,” Ransdell assured the

board.
He said his pace will quicken
considerably over the next 17
months as there are immediate financial challenges to
be met that have recently received more definition since
Gov. Matt Bevin outlined his
budget plan on Jan. 26.
“I call upon everyone’s support because in my mind
there’s now a deadline to
get some things done and I
look forward to work with all
our faculty and staff and doing what’s in the university’s
best interest for the next 17
months,” Ransdell said.
The deadline Ransdell was
likely referring to was the 4.5
percent reduction in WKU’s
current operating budget
which, according to Robbin
Taylor, vice president for Public Affairs, will need to be cut
between now and June 30.
While Bevin’s budget spared
K-12 school systems in the
state from getting their funding cut, with their funding formula getting an increase of 39
million to aid with projected
enrollment costs, according to
the Herald-Leader, universi-

ties in the state joined the list
of other state agencies receiving the 4.5 percent cut for the
remainder of the fiscal year
which ends June 30.
Taylor said that after the 4.5
percent cut, 9 percent would
be reduced from postsecondary allocations over the next
two years. She said for fiscal
year 2017-18, Bevin has proposed one-third of state money for higher education funding be placed in a pool to be
distributed based on currently
undefined criteria.
“So all the university budgets, one-third that equates to
$282 million would go into a
pool that would be redistributed to institutions based on
a yet to be defined, outcomesbased methodology,” Taylor
said.
As the Herald previously reported, “WKU’s loss of state
funding in 2016-17 will add up
to about $4.1 million, dropping WKU’s total funding from
the state to $70.5 million from
$74.6 in initial funding for
2015-16.”
The state funding WKU currently receives makes up ap-

proximately 19 percent of the
overall university budget of
$396.6 million in the current
year.
Taylor also said that no capital or agency bond projects
have been approved in Bevin’s
proposal, but this remains to
be seen this legislative session.
“The only two capital projects that we asked for were the
agency bond for the parking
garage, that the Student Government Association has supported, and the Gordon Ford
College of Business project.
Neither of those were funded
or authorized in his budget
proposal,” she said.
She also touched on Bevin’s
proposed $100 million bond
pool for capital investments
for workforce development
education and training, but
said the specifics of that proposal were not well defined for
the university at this point.
Taylor said Bevin’s intent is
to basically redesign the focus
of higher education spending
to being outcomes-based and
workforce development-centered, but reiterated that this
is just the first step in a longer

funding process.
“This is the first step in a process and we have had a series
of meetings with legislative
leadership ... I can’t predict
anything they will do at this
point, but I can tell you that
we have a 60 day session and
a lot of work to do,” she said.
Ransdell said he and other
university presidents had a
conference call with Bevin
the day before the Regents
meeting and will meet with
him sometime in the coming
week. He said Bevin had asked
the presidents for recommendations to give the legislative
on things that may help provide relief to higher education
funding.
“While we’re hopeful for
some relief on what the governor’s budget has proposed,
the realities are that we had
better go on and make some
decisions because if we defer
action until the end of April,
then it would be impossible to
achieve the current year mandate,” Ransdell said. “We only
have five months right now, so
lots to be done.”

New science building set to begin construction later this month
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Construction on the old
North Wing of the Thompson
Complex is expected to begin
in late February.
Construction was originally set to begin in December
2015. However, none of the
initial bids received in December covered the budget for the
building.
“We’ve had to do what’s
called value engineering to
try to get the project’s scope
within our budget,” said Dan
Chaney, Capitol Construction
project manager.
Value engineering involves
looking at and possibly altering both the materials being

used as well as the methods of
construction and also removing any expendable features
in an attempt to reduce the
budget.
“We’re really just looking
at the entire project and see
what of those items might
lend themselves to getting us
where we need to be,” Chaney
said.
The result is a smaller budget that will hopefully be within range of a new set of revised
bids.
According to an email from
Bryan Russell, chief facilities
officer, these bids are expected
to be received on Feb. 9.
If one of the revised bids covers the cost of the project, then
construction on what will be
named Ogden College Hall

will begin later this month.
The predicted completion
date is December 2017.
“But that schedule is pending on us obviously getting
within budget,” Chaney said.
If none of the revised bids
cover the new budget, then
the construction plans will be
reexamined, and more changes may be made in an effort to
further reduce the cost.
“We are trying to avoid a
rebid scenario because that
would cost us more time, a lot
more time,” Chaney said.
Current design plans, which
were drawn up with input
from Dean Cheryl Stevens of
Ogden College, show a fourstory,
80,000-square-foot
building that will include the
dean’s office, several labs, an

auditorium and a connection
to Snell Hall.
The lot’s close proximity to
Snell poses a problem: construction noise. Chaney admits that the noise from the
loud machinery might distract
students who have classes in
the surrounding buildings.
“There is no way to have a
completely silent construction site, so the construction
crew will observe quiet hours
for testing in an effort to limit
the distraction,” Chaney said.
Another concern during
construction is safety for pedestrians. The sidewalk across
from Chestnut Street North lot
is adjacent to the old North
Wing lot.
“We’ll take precautions to
have it protected during the

job,” Chaney said.
This type of construction on
a school campus comes with a
unique set of challenges.
According to Chaney, one of
the main challenges is the lack
of nearby storage space for
machinery and materials.
“That’s typical on campus
because things are in such
close proximity,” Chaney said.
The North Wing of the
Thompson Complex has been
demolished since this past
winter.
“The building in general was
past its usefulness, and the
mechanical systems were certainly well past their life. When
the building gets to that shape,
it’s more feasible to take it
down and start from scratch
with a new one,” Chaney said.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

SKIPPING BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S

Find the
perfect
purse to
balance
practicality
and style

bevin cuts higher ed
proposed Budget cuts could prove to be devastating to wku

THE ISSUE: Last week, Kentucky Gov.
Matt Bevin presented his plan to cut higher education funding by 9 percent over
the next two years as well as an immediate 4.5 percent cut completed by executive action.
OUR STANCE: A college education is necessary when entering the workforce, but
Kentucky is putting less of an emphasis on
the importance of postsecondary education.

D

uring the state budget proposal last Tuesday, Kentucky
Gov. Matt Bevin proposed
some major cuts to postsecondary
education funding.
While the 9 percent decrease in
state funding is yet to be approved,
the 4.5 percent cutback will be
implemented immediately by executive order. This means that WKU
will have to cut $3.4 million from its

operating budget by June 30.
The university will need to make
up for these deep cuts, which will
probably result in a tuition raise
and negatively affect programs
and departments all over campus.
In spring 2013, the budget was reduced by about $2.1 million due to
the Council on Postsecondary Education’s decision to limit the following fall semester’s tuition increase
to 3 percent.
When this happened, programs
like the Center of Excellence in the
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences were eliminated, and
funding for the Talisman and computer replacement across campuses was reduced, according to the
May 10, 2013 edition of the Herald.
Now, the cuts will amount to over
$1.3 million more than those made
two years ago, which means more
sacrifices.
These budget cuts at the state
level make many feel as though
postsecondary education is being
put on the back burner. Bevin’s fo-

cus on workforce readiness seems
to be turning the citizens of Kentucky into commodities that will be
judged solely on their productivity.
While college does prepare students for the workforce, that isn’t
its only purpose. College is a crucial
period of growth for many young
adults. We should be investing in
creating well-rounded and educated citizens.
Nothing can be done about the
coming 4.5 percent decrease, but
hopefully the 9 percent won’t make
it through the state House and Senate. Should Bevin’s budget pass,
WKU could see disastrous impacts
across the board. We should demand more of our legislature and
our governor. If our Commonwealth’s leaders are serious about
keeping Kentucky students in Kentucky, they should stop Bevin’s
budget in its tracks. Otherwise,
they send a message to Kentucky’s
universities and students that they
place little value in our postsecondary education.

ing a campaign to help end sexual
assault at WKU in coordination with
It's On Us, a national movement to
change the conversation about sexual
assault on college campuses. By working in unison with the Counseling and
Testing Center and student organizations across campus, I believe we can
make a real difference in ending this
pervasive problem.
I am also proud of the incredible work
that the SGA Sustainability Committee
has undertaken so far to make WKU a
more environmentally conscious and
safe university. In partnership with the
Office of Sustainability, we are planning a spectacular Earth Day celebration. We are in the first steps of moving
toward other important goals as well,
including campaigning for mental
health awareness and reforming university maternity policies for student
mothers.
Aside from these initiatives, I also

intend to make several administrative
reforms so your student leadership
can work more effectively to improve
your college experience. This semester, I will create the Hilltopper Council, an informal body composed of the
leaders of the most influential student
organizations on campus. This council
will function as a forum where important concerns and issues can be discussed and hopefully shared with the
rest of the student body.
I also want to explore our options
in tasking a student or group of students with researching the policies
and initiatives of other SGAs around
the country as they tackle many of
the same critical issues we deal with.
We need smart, creative solutions to
our problems, and learning from the
best practices of other student governments can help us find those.
Finally, while they may not get a lot of
attention, the Student Body Associa-

Finding the perfect
purse can be a challenge. For me, searching for a bag both
practical and stylish
has turned into a lifelong quest.
The primary struggle in my hunt for a
SCOUT
dream bag is the onHARDIN
going battle between
sensibility and tasteSKIPPING
fulness. No need to
BREAKFAST
sacrifice fashion for
AT TIFFANY'S: practicality.
Black,
Your weekly
camel, gray and even
guide to having metallic colors are
fun with fashstandards if you want
ion on campus. a bag that will go with
every outfit.
However, there’s no need to feel
boxed in. Bold colors are flirty and
fresh and can be worn easily with several different styles. Vibrant purses add
life to muted looks.
Many of us overstuff our bags with
anything and everything. I have found
more than my fair share of mystery
items in my purses throughout the
years from ticket stubs to dog bones.
Today, I try to pack smart and light. I
keep zippered bags separating safety
pins, Band-Aids, Kleenex, a Tide to Go
pen, breath mints, hand sanitizer and
lotion. As my mother says, “Better safe
than sorry."
If you struggle with traveling light,
don't try to cram everything into a
minuscule clutch. An overstuffed armpiece looks unprofessional and sloppy.
Invest in a larger purse that will fit all
your goodies.
That being said, carry a purse in proportion to your size. If you’re five feet
nothing, don't tote a purse that could
double as a small home. If you are a tall
glass of water, give an oversized satchel
a shot.
Recognize when it is time to throw
out a purse. We all have our favorites,
but once holes and frays start making
appearances, it's time for your bag to
go to purse heaven. A worn bag will
make any outfit look slapdash.
Purses can be fun! Don't let all the
options intimidate you. Find a bag
that matches your personality and is
equally useful. Your dream purse is out
there; go find it!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Welcome back to
WKU,
Hilltoppers!
As president of the
student body, I am
incredibly excited for
the semester ahead.
This spring, the Student
Government
JAY TODD Association plans to
accomplish much on
RICHEY
behalf of the WKU
community.
We first plan on expanding our current SGA initiatives and starting new
ones. MyCampusToo, the diversity
enhancement initiative we kicked off
last fall, will continue its efforts working extensively with student leaders
in the African American, Latino, LGBT
and international communities along
with others throughout the spring to
promote inclusion and belonging for
all students.
In April, we look forward to launch-

tions at our regional campuses are vital to effectively serving all students regardless of which campus they attend.
Therefore, I intend to strengthen communication and coordination with
student leaders at Owensboro, Elizabethtown-Fort Knox and Glasgow, and
ultimately move toward a more united
student body.
We have a full agenda ahead of us
this spring, and we want you to be a
part of making it happen. Come to our
meetings on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and listen, ask questions or offer your views
on how we can work together to ensure that the years you spend here are
some of the best.
By the time elections roll around this
spring, I look forward to having helped
you leave your mark on the Hill. Go
Tops!

- JAY TODD RICHEY
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Classified Advertising Manager: Miranda Lear
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092

FOR RENT
Apartment for sublease at Campus Pointe. 3 bedroom,
3 bath. $405/month utilities included. 2-3 miles from
campus. (270)459-0236

HELP WANTED

City of Bowling Green
SUMMER AQUATICS
Applications are currently being accepted for the
following Parks and Recreation Aquatics positions for the
Russell Sims Aquatic Center. Hours, salaries, and job
requirements will vary depending on the position.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pool Attendants I & II
Pool Lifeguards
Swim Instructors
Concession/Admission Manager
Recreation Staff Assistant I
Pool Manager
Assistant Pool Manager
Laborer

Interested applicants can apply online at
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

Across
1 Big initials in
tobacco
4 Devices with scroll
wheels
8 Many an old-movie
criminal mastermind
14 Perrier, par
exemple
15 Sick as __
16 Jittery
17 Visitor’s first
attempt
19 Emphatic type
20 Training group
21 Like milligrams
and kilograms
23 Baseball family
name
24 Actress Thompson
of “Family”
25 “My bad!”
29 Queen-to-be,
maybe
30 Visitor’s second
attempt
33 Hum a lullaby for
35 Common starting
time
36 Justice Dept.
division
37 Sean’s mom
39 Unlikely Monopoly
outcomes
41 Student carrier
44 Peeled-off item
46 “Big crunch”
pickle brand
50 Visitor’s third
attempt
53 Asti export
54 Kids’ __: restaurant
offering
55 “The Dukes of
Hazzard” deputy

56 Indigo source
57 Ottoman shelter
60 Playing marble
61 Nixes
64 Visitor’s last words
66 How megastores
buy goods
67 Boo-boo
68 Snitch
69 Assumes to be true
70 Ring units: Abbr.
71 Porter kin
Down
1 Baggage handlers
2 Game with cestas
and pelotas
3 Seedy
4 Good way to have
it?
5 Knot-tying words
6 One with a racket
7 Stirred up
8 Conservationist John
9 Against
10 Church official
11 Start to practice?
12 “__ live and
breathe!”
13 B’way setting
18 Seedy
22 Unspoken
24 Chicago suburb
26 Stomach-punch
response
27 Banned chem.
contaminant
28 Snow glider
31 Sushi chef’s array
32 Ship’s spine
34 Unable to choose
38 “Rings __
Fingers”: 1942
Fonda/Tierney film
40 Wild and fierce

START

END

41 Emeril exclamation
42 Le Mans article
43 Peek, for peep:
Abbr.
45 Toast, so to speak
47 Ol’ Blue Eyes
48 Monogram
component
49 “Gigi” author
51 “Right away,
madame!”
52 Four Tops’ record
label
58 Get all mushy
59 Invites
60 Long stretches
61 Bigwig
62 Brian of Roxy
Music
63 Airer of some
MLB postseason
games
65 Clear (of)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

A5
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Blythe Ann Hockensmith of Bowling Green irons an actor's tie on Jan. 26 while backstage fulfilling her duties as the costume designer for the show "Wait Until Dark",
written by Frederick Knott, directed by Nick Hudson of Bowling Green. The play is showing at the Phoenix Public Theatre of Kentucky from Jan. 28 through Feb. 7. ERICA
LAFSER/HERALD

Lights Out
In the mystery drama “Wait Until Dark,” Nick Hudson, a WKU theatre
alumnus, branches away from comedy for the ﬁrst time and adapts to the
new genre’s challenges. “Approaching a drama is really different,” Hudson said. He coached main actress Dare Norman, also a WKU alumna, on
making people believe she is blind. For example, she had to learn how to
respond to items on stage and to make sure nothing caught her eye.
With many scenes in the dark, Hudson said, it has been the most technically savvy show he’s been involved with. “It’s deﬁnitely the most enjoyable play I’ve directed,” he said. The show runs at the Public Theatre of
Kentucky from Jan. 28 to Feb. 7, Thursday through Saturday, 7:30 p.m. and

Actors rehearse their bows for the finale of “Wait Until Dark,” directed by Hudson, right shadow, on Jan. 26 ERICA LAFSER/HERALD

Sunday at 3 p.m.

Gracie Davis of Bowling Green, 11, reads her lines for her role as Gloria in the show.
ERICA LAFSER/HERALD

Nick Hudson
of Bowling
Green directed actors and
actresses on
how to enter
and exit the
stage for the
finale of Wait
Until Dark.
ERICA LAFSER/
HERALD

Blue luminescent lights dimmed backstage as actors waited to go onstage during
the play Wait Until Dark on Jan. 29. Dare Norman, right, kept her mind occupied
before her performance by looking at pictures on her phone. The play will show up
until February 7th. HARRISON HILL/HERALD
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MARTHA GRAHAM

Martha Graham performs
at Van Meter
BY KJ HALL
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

Jenny Edwards of Bowling Green holds a protection necklace that was blessed by a priest to help ward off unkind spirits during a ghost investigation at 808 East 11th Street. Edwards has been with the BG Ghost Society since 2010. JENNIFER KING/HERALD

ghost bustin'

Ghost society investigates paranormal cases

BY ANDREW HENDERSON

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

If there’s something strange in your
neighborhood, do you know who to
call? If you’re struggling to find someone for those times when something is
weird and it doesn’t look good, look no
further than the BG Ghost Society.
Since 2010, when the Ghost Society
was established, Jenny Edwards, Debbie Scott, Trish Hanner and Kay White
have been investigating paranormal
activity, specifically ghosts.
Edwards, a Bowling Green native,
said she used to work with Hanner, a

Scottsville native, which is how they
both met. Edwards and Hanner were
attending Edwards’ son’s first birthday party when they noticed strange
things in some photographs from the
party. Scott was also there as she and
Hanner are partners and have been for
the past 10 years. Their shared interests
in investigating these discrepancies in
the photos established the base for the
group.
Edwards said she had started seeing things when she was younger. She
said her mother, sister and aunt are the
same way. She considers it a gift to be
able to communicate and see the other

side, but it comes with its drawbacks.
“Sometimes it’s a nightmare. You
know especially when you bring things
home with you, but to me it’s part of
your life,” she said.
Scott said she used to see and hear
things at her grandfather’s house when
she was younger, and her brother was
able to as well.
Hanner shared a more recent experience than Scott’s. Between 15 and 20
years ago, when her grandmother died,
Hanner saw her grandmother’s spirit.
“She came to me in my house, and
from then on it was like, ‘There’s some-

SEE GHOSTS PAGE B2

The history of contemporary dance
and unique modern methods can be
viewed as the Martha Graham Dance
Company takes the stage at Van Meter
Auditorium this Wednesday.
This event is presented by the Cultural Enhancement Series and will be free
of charge to the entirety of the WKU
and Bowling Green community. The
CES committee has also organized for
the Martha Graham Dance Company
to do a master class for WKU dance
students.
Associate professor and dance program coordinator Amanda Clark is
helping coordinate the master class
taught by a company member to WKU
dance majors and students, as well as
the company’s warm-up class prior
to its performance. Clark hopes this
performance will bring awareness to
WKU’s own dance program.
The Martha Graham Dance Company is based in New York and been
around since 1926. Graham lived
well into her 90s and continued choreographing until the very end of her
life.
“Martha Graham was a pioneer of
modern dance,” Clark said. “By viewing
this performance, one will be exposed
to the rich history of this dance genre
and to the unique Graham technique
and approach.”
It can be difficult to view professional
dance in the area, Clark said.
“It’s so important when you say you
want to be a professional dancer to
have the opportunity to see the very
best,” said David Young, the department head of theatre and dance and
CES committee member. “You learn
so much by seeing the very best do

SEE GRAHAM PAGE B2

SUNDANCE

Winter term gives students firsthand experience with films
BY KALEE CHISM
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Every year the WKU film department
hosts a study away program to a prestigious film festival in Park City, Utah:
the Sundance Film Festival.
The Sundance study away program
began three years ago and was created
by Ted Hovet, professor of English and
film studies, and Dawn Hall, associate
professor of English, to allow students
a more interactive experience in the
film industry and gain class credit.
“The film program worked with
some local film festivals,” Hovet said.
“We started thinking, 'Maybe we can
get beyond these regional festivals and
do something even bigger.'"
The festival takes place in January,
and the study away program was from
Jan. 19 to Jan. 27. The students are encouraged to bring business cards to
help them network, Hovet said.
“My favorite experience is just seeing how much the students have gotten out of it because honestly, it’s a
huge festival, and [when] we first went
two years ago, I knew we were going
to see a lot of great films, but I wasn’t
sure how accessible some of the other
things would be,” Hovet said.
Before the trip, the students completed classwork to prepare for the festival.
“We had some movies we had to
watch -- they were all independent
movies that had premiered at Sundance in previous years -- and then we
had to write journals and correspond

to readings that we had to do to,” said
Michael Corrigan, a TV and film production major from Louisville who attended the trip this winter break.
The ability to attend the festival instead of just learning in the classroom
provided a more dimensional experience, according to Hovet.
“You’re actually at a festival interacting with these people,” Hovet said.
“This course actually does include
some classroom stuff because before we leave for the festival, we have
the students read about the history of
Sundance, read about the history of independent American films, watch famous films that premier at Sundance
in the past so they learn all about the
history of this film festival and why it’s
so important in the film industry."
Corrigan said his favorite experience
was hearing a speech by Kevin Smith,
the director of "Clerks" and "Yoga Hosers," his new film that premiered this
year at Sundance.
“In a classroom you probably only
analyze the type of films that play
there, but when you go, you get to walk
around and see all the people and meet
the filmmakers and talk to them about
how and why they made the films and
see all the celebrities that are walking around like normal people,” Corrigan said. “It’s more the experience
that makes actually going to Sundance
much more beneficial than learning
about it in a classroom.”
Hovet hopes the experience allows
students to be exposed to the newest

For the third consecutive year, WKU students attended the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah, in mid-January. The students completed classwork before
the trip and spent the six-day duration of the trip networking and attending film
screenings. MICHAEL CORRIGAN/HERALD
issues and trends in the film industry.
“I think it will expose them to the
most recent films, trends and media
interest and issues -- all this brand new
stuff that literally nobody else has seen
before -- and they get an opportunity
to see what’s happening right now,”
Hovet said.
According to Corrigan, the experi-

ence allowed his confidence in his career path to grow.
“The experience is just listening to
other people talk about how and why
they made the film, the process and
their love for the industry. It helps me
kind of be confident in the fact that I
want to go and pursue a career like
that,” Corrigan said.

College Ministry is a lot of things:
It is Inspiring, funky, hilarious, and weird. It is high-energy, world-changing, tear-jerking, life-alter-ing. It is where students can pray, ask, respond, listen, laugh, cry, wonder, and be who God
made them to be. It is for Jesus freaks, skeptics, Christians, atheists, doubters, and wanderers.
Our WKU campus ministry provides space for college students and young adults to connect to a
community
people
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y of p
p who want to sshare q
s
s, doubts,
s, and inspirations
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s along
g their faith
Presbyterian
journey. We are a part of the Ukirk network of Presbyteria
an Church (USA) collegiate ministries.
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hat is Ukirk? Literally it means University Church. Come
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The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 1003 State Street
Weekly worship: Wednesdays 8:15pm in the Sanctuary
Theology Pub: Thursdays 7pm at Mellow Mushroom

BGPRES.ORG

Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities
m: Fellowship with Coffee & snacks.
9:30 am: Church School 10:30am: Worship 11:30a
in Downtown Bowling green.
We are located at the corner of 10th & State Street
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Student has passion for all things fast
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Boyd Footrakul, a senior from Thailand, said he loves anything with speed
— a passion that carried him to race
in last year’s International Jet Sports
Boating Association World Finals.
“I started riding when I was 5 years
old,” Footrakul said.
According to Footrakul, his uncle Suphot Kasikam has a big name in the
racing and water sport industry and
led his nephew to develop a particular
interest in racing Jet Skis.
Kasikam owns a private lake, which
Footrakul said is where he usually
practices on the Jet Ski. Footrakul
spent his childhood summers learning
from and training with his uncle until
he also became a successful racer.
“I started racing when I was 12,”
Footrakul said.
Although he took a break from racing for a few years to focus on studies,
Footrakul said he got back into it in

2014. Last year was his first time competing at the IJSBA World Finals, which
were held in Lake Havasu City, Arizona.
Since Footrakul isn’t able to practice on a Jet Ski when he’s in Bowling Green, he only had one day to get
ready before the competition. Despite
having little time to warm back up to
the sport, Footrakul placed sixth overall in his class at the competition.
Footrakul said each race is divided
into different heats, or motos. In each
moto, competitors race around buoys
to get the best time. If a skier misses
a buoy during the race, he or she receives a penalty, which harms the racer’s overall score. Points are awarded
for each individual moto, which are totaled to create each racer’s final score.
At the world final, Footrakul finished
the first moto in third place, but since
he missed a buoy, he was sent to 12th.
In the second moto, he came in second.
To be eligible to race at the finals,
competitors must place in the top
three of their nation. Footrakul said

Thailand is one of the highest-ranked
nations in the world of Jet Ski racing.
He said he went through four rounds
in Thailand before qualifying to race at
the world finals competition.
Footrakul raced at another big competition this year after he went back
home for winter break. He said he left
school early last semester to compete
in the King Cup, so named because the
trophy comes from the king of Thailand. Footrakul said it is an enormous
event; many international racers come
to Thailand from all over the world just
to compete.
The King Cup was divided into four
races. Footrakul explained that after
each race, a certain number of points
was awarded depending on the place
in which each racer finished. Footrakul
said his engine broke down during one
of the races, and because of the mechanical problems, he was unable to
finish that race.
Footrakul said he placed fourth overall at the King Cup this year.
In addition to Jet Skis, Footrakul also

races go-karts and motorcycles. His
uncle used to be a professional car racer but retired about six years ago after
being in an accident on a Jet Ski.
“I also want to do car racing,” said
Footrakul, whose uncle owns a racing
team. Footrakul said he might ask his
uncle if he can be a driver for his team
after he graduates from WKU and returns to Thailand.
Footrakul has been competing as
a member of his uncle’s Jet Ski team,
which is called K45 Maxima Team Paw.
“I’ll probably go back home and help
with my family’s business,” Footrakul
said, speaking of his plans after graduation.
His parents own a hotel in Thailand,
and he said his extended family mines
sand to send to glassmaking companies.
Although he said he won’t be able to
compete much this year as he prepares
to graduate, Footrakul doesn’t intend
to quit racing.
“After I graduate, I’ll have a lot of time
to practice at home,” he said.

Students share opinions on new Panama City ordinance
BY BRITTINY MOORE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
When the spring semester begins,
many of us begin counting down the
days until spring break. This weeklong vacation is a perfect chance for
those who work and study on campus
to enjoy some well deserved rest, relaxation and fun.
For students, this may include taking a vacation to sunny Panama City
Beach, Florida, a spring break icon.
However, due to new city ordinances,
students might be reconsidering their
spring break plans.
One controversial ordinance bans alcohol on the sandy beach.
According to an investigation by
CNN, after extreme conditions and
events that took place during spring
break 2015, Bay County Commission
and the Panama City Beach Council
passed an ordinance banning the consumption of alcohol on the beach between March 1 and April 18.
“I think this is good and bad at the
same time,” Hopkinsville senior Brandon Goodwin said. “Spring breakers

GRAHAM
Continued from LIFE
what they do.”
The CES committee has been talking about bringing a top-of-the-line,
nationally known dance company to
WKU for quite some time, Young said.
Both Clark and the CES committee
hope students and community mem-

GHOSTS
Continued from LIFE
thing there, and I have to figure out
what it is,’” Hanner said. “It’s not an
obsession, I guess, but for me it’s finding the proof. I’m the skeptic, so I have
to see it to believe it.”
Edwards said she was told she has
the gift of discerning spirits — a gift
that aligns with her Christian beliefs.
Edwards said Hanner is one of her
gateways as sometimes spirits are able
to speak through Hanner and show her
something she may not normally see.
Hanner said Scott served as the calming spirit: a mediator between Hanner
and Edwards.
Edwards said the society has conducted 20 to 30 investigations since its
founding, but Hanner said the number
might be closer to 50 or more. On each
of their investigations, they take with
them certain equipment to determine
if spirits are haunting the location
they’re investigating.
On many investigations, this equipment includes a Spirit Box, an Ovilus,
motion sensors, an electromagnetic
field detector, digital thermometers
and digital recorders.
Hanner explained that a Spirit Box
uses radio frequencies which spirits
can use to communicate with others.
An Ovilus is a device that contains
a dictionary spirits can use to to alter
surrounding electromagnetic waves
and speak an appropriate response
into the Ovilus based on questions
people ask.
Late Friday night, I accompanied
Edwards, Scott and Hanner on an investigation to 808 E. 11th St. in Bowling Green. They had been contacted by
one of the residents of the house. Edwards said their client had complained
of something watching them and a
shadowy figure seen in the house.
Before beginning the investigation,
the three society members asked for
accounts of what had happened. William Kolb, Louisville junior, recount-

will go to other beaches and ruin those
beaches, but it is ridiculous how far
[students] go with drinking.”
Goodwin chose to spend spring
break 2015 in Destin, Florida.
“I went to Destin because … I knew
it wasn’t a big party place,” Goodwin
said, “but I still wanted to have fun.”
CNN reported that about 100,000
spring breakers travel to Panama City
Beach every year. Most of these visitors enjoy their time soaking up the
sun and leaving without incident, but
some arrive intending to break the law,
city authorities said.
Bay County Commissioner Mike
Thomas told CNN that crime on the
beach has worsened in the last couple
of years.
During spring break 2015, the Bay
County Sheriff’s Office made 1,091 arrests for various crimes, CNN reported.
That amount is about three times larger than the number of arrests made in
the same period in 2014.
Of the 2015 arrests, 202 were drug
related compared with 43 in 2014. In
2015, 49 firearms were confiscated into
evidence; only nine were confiscated
bers will take advantage of this opportunity to see professional dance on a
concert stage.
“This is an invaluable experience for
those students who are studying the
arts at WKU but also for the entire university and surrounding community,”
Clark said.
This free event will take place on Feb.
3 at 7 p.m. in Van Meter Auditorium.

ed the night he woke up and sensed
someone watching him. He said he
remembers something in the doorway
that then crossed the room and left.
Edwards noted the house next to the
client’s had recently been demolished
and speculated that the apparition
could have been something from next
door looking for a new home. Kolb
seemed to agree with the possibility.
“I kind of like to think he’s like a cat
just trying to figure things out,” Kolb
said.
The society then began its investigation. Hanner and Scott started with
a walkthrough of the house and took
each room’s temperature using their
digital thermometers. Paranormal investigators often attribute changes in
temperature to a possible indication of
spirits. The thermometer also jumped
in Kolb’s room.
Hanner and Scott began using their
EMF detector in Kolb’s room before
moving to the hallway that connects
his room with the bathroom. The EMF
detector had high readings both at the
threshold of the door and on the bathroom floor.
Meanwhile, while Hanner and Scott
were upstairs investigating, Edwards
remained downstairs with Kolb and
other residents using the Spirit Box.
Hanner and Scott eventually traveled
outside, not quite satisfied with the
high readings they had gotten on the
EMF detector from the bathroom floor
and doorway. While outside they discovered a power box on the side of the
house had wiring that led up underneath the bathroom, providing a plausible explanation to the high readings.
“I knew it had to be something. I
knew it had to be something,” Hanner
said.
Scott replied upon the investigation’s
conclusion that if there was anything
haunting the house, it caused no need
for concern.
“If there is anything here, I don’t think
it’s going to hurt them,” Scott said. “I
think it’s watching them, taking care of
them.”

in 2014.
Ashley Hilger, Shelbyville sophomore, said the time she spent in Panama City Beach was “out of control.”
“It was pretty wild,” Hilger said.
“There was a lot of drinking and partying. It was fun and an experience
to have, but it was out of control constantly.”
Hilger added that despite the partying, she would probably return to the
Sunshine State.
“It’s fun and crazy and something to
remember,” Hilger said. “After college,
probably not, but you never know.”
Thomas told CNN that city authorities met to change the way spring
break was handled. However, these
changes also caused concern among
business owners in the area.
The Panama City News Herald reported that hotels and business owners believe the Beach Council and Bay
County Commission went too far by
passing the new ordinances.
"Spring break as we know it is over.
It can't stay if this is what it wants to
be,"
Thomas told CNN. "The people that enjoy participating in spring

break have acted in such a way that
they can't stay here any longer."
According to several hotels and business owners who are promoting spring
break 2016, early reservations show
spring break business could be down
by 50 percent or more this year.
Hilger agreed the ban would deter
students from making the trip to the
beach.
“[Students] are not going to be happy
with it, and it’ll make them find somewhere else to go,” Hilger said. “I’m sure
most companies make their yearly
money off of that month with college
kids and alcohol.”
Goodwin wasn’t optimistic about a
significant decrease in alcohol consumption. He noted that students will
still be able to drink in the city. He also
feared even more students would get
into trouble by trying to smuggle alcohol onto the beach.
However, Goodwin said students will
still be able to have fun.
“A lot of people will still want to go,”
Goodwin said. “It is still a great location, and there will still be concerts and
other stuff.”
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Hilltoppers land three transfers from the University of Louisville
BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU football program
announced on Thursday the
addition of three transfers
from the University of Louisville who will join the Hilltoppers for the 2016 season.
Quarterback Tyler Ferguson
and linebackers Keith Brown
and Nick Dawson-Brents will
join the Toppers and are eligible to play immediately for
WKU.
Dawson-Brents and Brown
both saw the field during U of
L’s season in 2015, and each
will continue his career with
WKU with just one year of eligibility remaining.
This will be the fourth collegiate stop for quarterback
Tyler Ferguson, who in his last
eligible season will be com-

Keith Brown

Tyler Ferguson

peting to fill
the shoes of
record-breaking quarterback Brandon
Doughty.
The
California naNick Dawsontive began
Brents
his career at
the College of the Sequoias, a
junior college located in California. As a freshman there,
Ferguson threw for 2,614 yards
and 22 touchdowns.
Ferguson then transferred

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued froM SPORTS
season championship,” MTSU Head
Coach Kermit Davis said. “Then, I’m
telling you, No. 1 through No. 8 or 9 can

TRACK & FIELD
Continued from SPORTS
“Conference USA is definitely a big
conference, but I think we’re making

to Penn State where he threw
only 15 passes during the
2013 season while sitting behind high-profile quarterback
Christian Hackenberg. Ferguson had lost the starting job
to Hackenberg in a very close
preseason quarterback competition. Hackenberg is projected to be among the first
quarterbacks picked in this
spring’s NFL draft, according
to espn.com.
After Ferguson’s athletic release from Penn State, Bobby
Petrino recruited the quarterback to WKU for the 2014
season. However, Petrino left
WKU for U of L and took the
former Nittany Lion with him.
After redshirting for the 2014
season, Ferguson didn’t play a
snap in a Cardinal uniform in
2015 and was granted a full release this past August to trans-

fer to any school he wanted for
his final year of eligibility. He
chose WKU.
South Florida transfer Mike
White and senior Nelson Fishback, among others, will be
competing with Ferguson for the
starting job in the 2016 season.
Brown appeared in 37 games
for the Cardinals during his
tenure at U of L. The Miami native tallied 113 tackles, including six for a loss over that span.
Coming out of high school,
Brown earned Army All-American honors and was rated
as a four-star prospect. This
past season, Brown was featured as a regular contributor
to the Cardinal defense as he
amassed 33 total tackles, five
of which were for a loss.
Dawson-Brents will join
Brown as a linebacker. The
Charlotte native played in 37

games, including 13 in 2015,
during his tenure at U of L.
Like his teammate Brown,
Dawson-Brents earned Army
All-American honors out of
high school. He was ranked the
No. 2 inside linebacker in the
country by rivals.com in 2012.
Brown and Dawson-Brents
will look to give the Toppers
more strength at the linebacker position after the defense
graduated Nick Holt, Nick
Newton and Dejon Brown.
WKU went 12-2, won the
Conference USA championship and finished No. 24 in the
AP Top 25 for the first time in
university history in 2015.
With the addition of three
transfers from another winning program, the Toppers
will strive to repeat and improve on their 2015 accomplishments.

win that thing for sure.”
Up next for the Toppers will be a short
road trip to Texas as they play at the University of Texas at San Antonio on Thursday. They will then play the University of
Texas at El Paso on Saturday night.

Even with optimistic performances
in its last two contests, WKU must still
figure out its road woes as the university is currently 2-9 on the season away
from Diddle Arena.
With their upcoming opponents

posting a combined record of 15-29,
the Toppers must capitalize on these
lower-ranked teams in the conference
if they want to move up the rankings
and have a chance in the C-USA tournament.

the right strides to be a team that could
be successful.”
Once again, WKU will hit the road
this weekend to continue its indoor
season at the Meyo Invitational in

South Bend, Indiana. Notre Dame will
host the meet for two days, beginning
on Friday and concluding the following day.
“Obviously we have good expecta-

tions for Notre Dame, but we just
need to focus on staying healthy
and improving,” Jenkins added.
“Our main goal is to win championships.”

Wkuherald.com
WKu's no. 1 source for
campus news

@wkuherald

@wkuherald
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from the University of Louisville. All will be
eligible immediately. B3

TRACK & FIELD

Track and
field racks
up wins at
Vanderbilt
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Sophomore forward Justin Johnson (23) puts up a shot against Middle Tennessee at Diddle Arena
Saturday. The Hilltoppers lost the game with a final score of 66-64. EMILY KASK/HERALD

Turning
a corner

Hilltoppers come out of weekend with optimism
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
With an 11-11 record, the WKU
men’s basketball team is still looking
to improve on the season.
With a win Thursday in Diddle Arena against University of AlabamaBirmingham, the No. 1 team in the
conference, WKU took a positive
turn after dropping three of its last
four games.
Thursday night’s 69-62 victory over
the Blazers also ended the nation’s
longest active win streak: 14 straight
victories.
With some newly found chemistry and confidence surrounding the
team, the Hilltoppers were ready to
welcome their archrival Middle Tennessee.
MTSU came to Bowling Green Saturday night fielding a 15-5 record as
the No. 2 team in the league.
A season-high 5,259 total fans
packed Diddle Arena to cheer on the
Hilltoppers as they faced off against
the Blue Raiders.

However, those fans witnessed a
heartbreaking 66-64 loss despite the
effort Head Coach Ray Harper and
company put forth.
Freshman guard Chris McNeal
lead WKU in scoring with 18 points
while junior guard Fredrick Edmond
notched a double-double as he
scored 14 points and earned 12 rebounds.
“I thought we competed,” Harper
said. “I thought we gave ourselves
our chance, and they [McNeal and
Edmond] really played well.”
Even with the defeat, there was
noticeable improvement among
the Toppers; they were just 2 points
away from taking down the two
highest ranked teams in C-USA in
back-to-back games.
Had the team played as well in the
first half as it did in the second half,
WKU would have walked away with
its fourth conference victory.
The Toppers scored only 18 points
in the half while giving up 36. In the
second quarter, however, they managed to shoot 51 percent from the

field, scoring 46 points while giving
up 30.
“We always come out and fight in
the first half and the second half,”
Edmond said. “Tonight we just didn’t
come out with enough fight in the
first half.”
While the defeat was certainly
disheartening for WKU, the players
seem to feel like things are starting to
fall into place, especially on the defensive end of the floor.
“In the last game and the second
half of this game, I felt like we’re the
best team in the conference, and I
strongly believe that,” McNeal said.
“As long as we listen to coach and
we do what all the coaches say — we
execute, play defense, get stops and
play as one — we should be fine.”
With several teams in the league
dropping games to lower ranked
programs, it is apparent almost any
team in the conference can take
down any opponent on a given
night.
“It is just going to be a fight for

SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL PAGE B3

The WKU indoor track and field team
traveled back home from Nashville this
weekend in possession of six event wins
from the Vanderbilt Invitational.
For the women’s program, junior Carroll Hardy was expected to perform and
did not disappoint. Hardy captured first
place in the 200-meter event with a 24-second run and a time of 7.30 seconds in the
60-meter dash. With just 5 seconds off that
time, Hardy would have set a facility record.
The Lady Toppers relay team -- Hardy,
senior Jessica Gelibert, sophomore Khadijah Valentine and graduate student Shantol Hemley -- earned third place honors in
the 4x400-meter with a time of 3:46.00.
“It was a good meet for us to earn wins
against quality competition,” Head Coach
Erik Jenkins said. “We had schools represented from Conference USA and the SEC.
I thought our athletes went out and competed well against the competition.”
On the men’s side, the Toppers captured the 200-meter and 400-meter
dashes with the help of junior Emmanuel Dasor’s first place runs. Adding to his
winning streak, Dasor’s time of 21.07 seconds in the 200 meter was a tie with the
program best as well as a record at the
Vanderbilt facility.
Dasor’s accomplishments so far this indoor season have presented him with the
Conference USA honor of Male Track CoAthlete of the Week. Dasor continued to
prove his talent when he ran a personal
best time in the 400-meter event of 47.32
seconds.
Along with first place, WKU also took
home second and third in the 200-meter. A
time of 21.26 was good for junior Ventavius
Sears to place second with sophomore Julius Morris finishing a hair behind in third
place with a time of 21.27 seconds.
Three more WKU athletes were awarded
first place: Sears, freshman Keenon Laine
and senior Vincent Wyant. Sears and Laine
earned first in jumps with Laine’s 2.16 meters in the high jump and Sears’ 16.07 meters in triple jump. Wyant took home the
top spot in the 60-meter hurdles with 7.83
seconds.
Also of note was sophomore Nick Demaline’s personal record with a toss of 18.26
meters. This distance put Demaline at
third place in the Vanderbilt Invitational’s
shot put event.
The results of this extraordinary weekend for the team had quite a few broken
records, new personal records and several
athletes ranking in the top spots in the nation. These include Dasor, Sears and Wyant.
“We’ve got a long way to go,” Jenkins said.

SEE TRACK & FIELD PAGE B3

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Tops look to regroup after setback at MTSU
BY EVAN HEICHELBECH
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The nation's longest winning streak in women’s college
basketball came to an end Saturday evening when the WKU
Lady Toppers fell 83-75 on the
road at Middle Tennessee.
The loss marked the first defeat for the Lady Tops since
they suffered a 59-53 setback
at Ole Miss on Dec. 2, 2015.
"It’s a tough one to lose,” Head
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard
said in a postgame radio interview. “We can’t give up 83 points
on the road to anyone and expect to win.”
The game on Saturday was
the first time WKU has allowed
more than 69 points in 14
games, all of which the Lady
Tops had won.
Sophomore guard Tashia
Brown led the Lady Tops with 19
points and was joined in double
digits by Kendall Noble with 14
points and the trio of Simone
Goods, Ivy Brown and Kayla
Smith, all of whom scored 10

points.
However, Blue Raiders guard
Brea Jackson was too much for
WKU to handle as she poured
in 29 points and 12 rebounds.
In a game with seven lead
changes and nine ties, it’s hard
to pinpoint one statistic, but the
disparity of the two defenses
during the fourth quarter could
have been the deciding factor
WKU was held to just 29 percent shooting while MTSU
cashed in on half of their opportunities, shooting 50 percent for the quarter.
“When you score 75 points,
you score enough to win, but
we didn’t guard and credit
to them,” Clark-Heard said.
“Brea Edwards controlled us
in the first half, and then we
came out and I thought we did
a great job in the third quarter,
and then we started fouling
and doing some other things.”
The loss drops WKU to second place in the Conference
USA standings behind the
University of Texas at El Paso,
who currently owns a perfect

9-0 conference record.
The next opponent for the
Lady Tops will be the University
of Texas at San Antonio at 7 p.m.
on Thursday in Diddle Arena.
“We’ll go back and adjust and
work on the things we need to
because we got to get better
in our rotations on defense,”
Clark-Heard said. "At the end
of the day, we have to continue
to keep working to get better.”
The narrative heading into
last year’s matchup with the
Roadrunners of UTSA was
very similar to this season’s.
The Lady Tops had a 14game win streak while also
boasting a 17-2 record going
into the game in San Antonio.
With three seconds left, UTSA’s Akunna Elonu nailed two
free throws to lift the Roadrunners to a 64-63 victory. Noble
and Tashia Brown had 16 and
12 points respectively.
This time around, the Lady
Tops are hoping for a different
outcome as their head coach
is stressing the importance of
every single game.

Redshirt junior guard Kendall Noble (12) squares up and takes a
shot against University of Louisville junior Cortnee Walton (13) on
Nov. 21, 2015 at Diddle Arena. The Tops won 71-69. NICK WAGNER/
HERALD

“You have to take care of things,
and you have to win. We are just
focusing on getting better each
and every game,” Clark-Heard
said. “Our conference wants to
have an opportunity where we
can get an at-large bid to the

tournament, and with where we
are at right now, we want to keep
working so we can possibly have
that chance.”
The Lady Toppers’ matchup
with UTSA will tip off at 7 p.m.
on Thursday at Diddle Arena.
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The Last Year
A

good sense of
timing and on
positive circumstances.
That’s the way President Gary Ransdell said
he wanted to retire.
On June 30, 2017, that
thought will become
reality.
WKU’s ninth president came into office in
1997 with plans to lead
a transformation of his

alma mater. Along the
way, Ransdell oversaw
the completion of two
capital campaigns that
raised over $304 million in gifts and pledges for the university as
well as a physical transformation of campus
that saw the construction of several new academic buildings and
renovations of key athletic facilities.

But Ransdell’s legacy
is not yet set in stone.
The next 17 months will
see the university face
slashes in its state appropriations as well the
beginnings of a national
search for its tenth president. On Friday, Ransdell said he’s ready.
“Tough decisions need
to be made and I want
to assure everyone that
I’m all in,” he said.

After almost 20 years as WKU's president, Gary
Ransdell announced his retirement and resignation of presidency. This decision was announced shortly after a new budget address
proposed multiple financial cuts to WKU's
state appropriation. HARRISON HILL/HERALD
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Thanks
for the
Memories

PHOTO

Blythe Ann Hockensmith of Bowling Green irons an actor's tie on Jan. 26 while backstage fulfilling her duties as the costume designer for the show "Wait Until Dark",
written by Frederick Knott, directed by Nick Hudson of Bowling Green. The play is showing at the Phoenix Public Theatre of Kentucky from Jan. 28 through Feb. 7. ERICA
LAFSER/HERALD

Lights Out

WKU president Gary Ransdell puts on his gloves before boarding the Golden Knights plane. Ransdell jumped from the plane to deliver the game ball for the WKU vs.
Army game on Nov. 15, 2014. JAKE POPE/HERALD

H

erald photographers have shot plenty of photos of WKU president Gary Ransdell during the
course of his 19-year presidency. After Ransdell’s retirement announcement on Friday, Jan.
29, we began combing our archives looking for our best shots; we were not disappointed. Here’s
a photo page of some of our favorites.
NOTE: Some of these photos are without captions or photo credit. We’ve made every effort
to properly attribute each photo, but were unable to obtain information for all photos by press
time.

In the mystery drama “Wait Until Dark,” Nick Hudson, a WKU theatre
alumnus, branches away from comedy for the ﬁrst time and adapts to the
new genre’s challenges. “Approaching a drama is really different,” Hudson said. He coached main actress Dare Norman, also a WKU alumna, on
making people believe she is blind. For example, she had to learn how to
respond to items on stage and to make sure nothing caught her eye.
With many scenes in the dark, Hudson said, it has been the most technically savvy show he’s been involved with. “It’s deﬁnitely the most enjoyable play I’ve directed,” he said. The show runs at the Public Theatre of
Kentucky from Jan. 28 to Feb. 7, Thursday through Saturday, 7:30 p.m. and

Actors rehearse their bows for the finale of “Wait Until Dark,” directed by Hudson, right shadow, on Jan. 26 ERICA LAFSER/HERALD

RIGHT: WKU President Gary Ransdell awaits his debut as
Big Red before the men's basketball game against Florida
International Thursday night at Diddle Arena. No one in the
crowd knew Ransdell was inside the suit, except for his wife,
Julie.
"It's been burning inside me for 22-years," said Ransdell, who
was on the planning committee that developed Big Red
more than two decades ago.
After 30 minutes of working the crowd and anonymously
performing as Big Red, Ransdell said that it was fun. "The
kids are neat. The students are neat. But the adults don't
quite know how to take Big Red."

Sunday at 3 p.m.
Nick Hudson
of Bowling
Green directed actors and
actresses on
how to enter
and exit the
stage for the
finale of Wait
Until Dark.

H. RICK MACH/HERALD

ERICA LAFSER/
HERALD
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WKU president Gary Ransdell participates in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge in front
of Guthrie Bell Tower on Friday, Aug. 22. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known
as Lou Gehrig's Disease, is a neurodegenerative disorder. HARRISON HILL/HERALD

Gracie Davis of Bowling Green, 11, reads her lines for her role as Gloria in the show.
ERICA LAFSER/HERALD
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Blue luminescent lights dimmed backstage as actors waited to go onstage during
the play Wait Until Dark on Jan. 29. Dare Norman, right, kept her mind occupied
before her performance by looking at pictures on her phone. The play will show up
until February 7th. HARRISON HILL/HERALD

Page A6

Page C4

FEBRUARY 2, 2016

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
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Ransdell’s underrated support of student media
BY BRANDON CARTER
HERALD.EDITOR@WKU.EDU
In the 19 years President
Ransdell has spent in WKU’s
top office, he’s worn many
hats: fundraising guru, champion for athletics and forger
of international partnerships.
Perhaps his most underrated
action, though, has been his
support of student media.
There are plenty of college
campuses across the country
that aren’t as lucky as WKU
when it comes to freedom of
the student press. Take Bryan
College in Denton, Tennessee, as an example. The small
Christian university unveiled
new policies in the fall 2015
semester for its campus newspaper The Triangle without
consulting the students or the
faculty advisor, according to
the Chattanooga Times Free
Press.
The new policies instituted
a 48-hour review process for
every article prior to publication by the department chairperson; they also ordered all
Triangle archive materials

older
than
six months to
be “removed
from hard copies or online
versions of all
student publication, in order to preserve
BRANDON the timeliness
CARTER
and value of
the publication.” Only after repeated
complaints did an administrator send an email reversing
the decision.
Florida A&M University’s
president took a different approach in September 2015.
Instead of trying to silence
the student newspaper The
Famuan, President Elmira
Magnum and administrators
attempted to discredit it. Magnum said the university would
launch its own news source
and that it “wouldn’t be the
Famuan. It’ll be a real newspaper, like the Wall Street Journal,” according to a Famuan
article on the subject.
These are only two examples
of the many instances univer-

sities have tried to block student media from doing its job:
reporting.
Our own state once fell victim to this same overbearing
reach by college administrators. In 1997, administrators
at Kentucky State University
prohibited members of the
yearbook staff from distributing the yearbook, deeming it
“of poor quality,” according to
a story in the Dec. 4 issue of
the Herald.
The yearbook staff sued, and
the case went to court. During
the legal proceedings, a newly-hired Ransdell was asked by
a Herald reporter for his opinions on the case.
“That’s not very good training for those students who
need to gain experience and
autonomy to publish,” Ransdell said. “The Herald should
have the responsibility to independently report the news
and the freedom to report the
news and reflect opinion.”
Since then, Ransdell has
made good on his word. I
asked Bob Adams, the former
director of Student Publica-

tions, if he could recall any instances when the relationship
between the Herald and Ransdell stood out.
Mr. A, as he’s affectionately
known around here, told me
Ransdell’s relationship with
student media has almost always been positive. Mr. A said
Ransdell made it very clear
students oversee decisions regarding the paper’s contents.
On page 4 of the lengthy
Student Publications Policy
Manual is a statement signed
by Ransdell in 2009. Written
by the Society of Professional
Journalists, the statement
designates student media “as
public forums … free from
censorship and advance approval of content.” According
to the SPJ blog, Ransdell was
the first university president in
the country to sign the statement and return it to SPJ.
All of these examples are
marks of a president serious
about ensuring the role of college media. Ransdell is by no
means a perfect president. He
and his administration have
faced their fair share of criti-

cism from the Herald editorial
board over the past 19 years
on a variety of important issues. The next 17 months will
prove no different.
As the university begins the
long process of selecting its
10th president in the midst of
potentially drastic budget cuts,
the Herald will continue to ask
the questions and demand the
answers our readers deserve.
But Ransdell’s commitment to
student media allows us to ask
those questions and do that reporting, and it’s that commitment to which I tip my hat.
I challenge the Board of Regents to take this into consideration during the upcoming
presidential search. While you
look for candidates with outstanding fundraising capabilities and the ability to ensure
academic excellence amidst
budgetary woes, one thing
needs to be very clear: a candidate who doesn’t respect the
freedom of the student press
is not a candidate WKU needs
and is not a candidate who
merits even the slightest consideration.

a portrait

of our president

A timeline of President ransdell's achievements

Sept. 12, 1997: WKU names Gary
Ransdell as its ninth president.
Ransdell returns to WKU after
10 years at Clemson University.
1999: Women’s soccer and softball programs
are established. Since then, the Lady Topper
soccer team has won more than 73 percent
of its home games and the WKU softball team
holds a .550 winning percentage.

2001: Board of
Regents creates
School of Health
and Human Services
and Ogden College
of Science and
Engineering.

2002: WKU football team wins
Division I-AA national championship.
The win was the first national
championship in school history.

2002: Diddle
Arena opens after
undergoing the
first phase of a $32
million renovation.
Upgrades include
two video boards,
new playing
surface, luxury box
seating and addition
of auxiliary gym
complex.

2003: Mass Media
and Technology
Hall opens. The $18.5
million building
hosts the School
of Journalism and
Broadcasting.
2003: WKU completes first
capital campaign under
Ransdell. The campaign
receives $102 million in gifts
and pledges.
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REECERS'S PIECE

Ransdell’s powerful influence on athletics at WKU

BY JOHN REECER

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Many people
understand
that all it takes
to make a difference can be
the dedication
of just one person.
In the last 20
years at WKU,
JOHN
REECER no one has
made a larger
impact
on
campus than President Gary
Ransdell.
Ransdell’s time at WKU
has featured unprecedented
growth in several areas of collegiate life. The area that has
arguably experienced the
most growth during his tenure
is WKU athletics.
It’s important to understand
there are other aspects of college life that are very impor-

tant to the overall growth of a
university, and not everyone
views sports as the most important of these.
That debate aside, one cannot underestimate the impact
a successful sports program
can have on a college campus.
For example, after quarterback Johnny Manziel won the
Heisman Trophy and led the
Texas A&M Aggies to a banner season in football in 2012,
the school saw its highest enrollment in history during the
following fall semester as a
record 9,710 freshmen arrived
on campus.
Like Manziel at A&M, Ransdell has made a big impact on
sports programs at WKU. In
Ransdell’s case, his work has
been behind the scenes.
In perhaps his most significant contribution to sports
on this campus, Ransdell successfully negotiated the move
to Conference USA in 2014.

This move from the Sun Belt
Conference was visionary; the
future of the athletic program
at WKU was ensured in a conference with wider renown
and a higher level of play.
In the 2014-15 school year,
WKU’s first season in the conference, athletic programs set
a C-USA record by bringing
home eight conference championships.
Since Ransdell’s first year as
president, Hilltopper athletic
programs have won over 100
total conference championships in less than 20 years. The
football team even captured
the NCAA Division I-AA National Championship in 2002.
Ransdell concentrated a
large amount of time on improving the football program
in particular.
His most notable contribution to the team was his leadership during Smith Stadium’s
renovation, which began in

April 2006.
The renovation featured construction of a new west side for
the stadium as well as significant improvements on the stadium's existing east side.
A berm was also constructed
to give fans a new and entertaining way to watch the
game. The stadium's capacity
now stands at 22,113.
Ransdell was also instrumental in the football program’s move from Division
I-AA to Division I-A of FBS,
where the program is quickly
gaining national recognition.
WKU ended the 2015 season
ranked No. 24 overall in the
final AP poll having defeated
the University of South Florida
for WKU’s second consecutive
bowl win.
Despite the growth and
progress Ransdell has encouraged, the president did not
shy from taking decisive action with an athletic program

in spring 2015.
Together, Ransdell and Athletic Director Todd Stewart
suspended the men’s and
women's swimming and diving program for five years
when the program was accused of multiple violations
regarding hazing, drug paraphernalia and sexual assault.
Ransdell and Stewart’s decision sent a clear message: acts
that violated campus policy
and undermined WKU’s goals
for a positive university experience would not be tolerated.
No matter how we remember Ransdell’s time as president, his contributions to athletics at WKU were done with
class, morality and a visionary
commitment to consistent
growth.
The next time you stand in
Smith Stadium and cheer on
the Hilltoppers, don’t forget to
think about the difference one
person can make.
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Much is left to be done before Ransdell’s retirement

BY MOLLIE MOORE

HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

Many emotions
arose
when President
Gary Ransdell
announced
his retirement
on Friday, Jan.
29, but after
the bittersweet
MOLLIE feelings subsidMOORE ed, the realization came that
there is much
to be accomplished in the coming 17 months.

One of the first things that
will need to be addressed is the
4.5 percent cut to the operating budget that needs to be
done by June 30. This $ 3.4 million decrease in state funding
was announced by Gov. Matt
Bevin last Tuesday at his first
state budget proposal in which
Ransdell was in attendance.
“Certainly the measure of
our challenge is substantial,”
Ransdell stated in an email to
faculty and staff last Wednesday. “I cannot at this time
even begin to describe how we
would address the proposed
reductions.”

2007: WKU Honors College
becomes first independent
honors college in Kentucky.
The Honors College is now
home to over 1,400 students.
2007: Gatton Academy
of Mathematics and
Science welcomes
first class. The
academy has been
named the No. 1 high
school in America by
Newsweek twice.

What will be cut in order to
save that large sum of money
hasn’t been decided yet, but
the idea of it seems daunting.
“I call upon everyone’s support because in my mind
there’s now a deadline to
get some things done, and I
look forward to work with all
our faculty and staff and doing what’s in the university’s
best interest for the next 17
months,” Ransdell said at the
Board of Regents meeting on
Friday.
When the operating budget
was decreased by $2.1 million in 2013 many of impor-

2008: Office of Scholar
Development established.
The university was later
recognized as one of the top
institutions for producing
Fulbright Scholars.
2010: WKU signs agreement
to host Confucius Institute,
the first in Kentucky.

tant programs and necessities
were lost, and the price of tuition was raised. The coming
cuts will be even worse. Hopefully this won’t be the only
thing Ransdell is remembered
for after he leaves.
Along with the budget cuts,
three major administrative
positions will need to be filled.
Not only will the university
be looking for a new president, but it will also need to
find a new vice president of
Academic Affairs, provost and
dean of Potter College of Arts
and Letters. Currently, the
provost and dean of Potter

College are filled by David Lee
and Larry Snyder as interim
place holders.
Finding a person who fits
perfectly as president will be
hard enough with the long
process of narrowing down
the options.
The next year will be a busy
one for the administration
and President Ransdell, and
all of the changes that need
to be made are integral to the
WKU’s daily functions, but I
have faith.
If Ransdell can jump out of
a plane to deliver a game ball,
he can do anything.

2014: Newly renovated Downing Student Union
reopens. The $49 million renovation featured
new dining areas, 24-hour study spaces and a
new WKU Store location.

2012: WKU completes second capital fundraising
campaign under Ransdell’s leadership. The campaign
results in $202 million in gifts and pledges.

2014: WKU joins Conference
USA for all sports. In WKU’s
first season in C-USA, the
school became the first
in conference history
to win eight conference
championships and a bowl
game in the same season.
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Thanks
for the
Memories
WKU president Gary Ransdell puts on his gloves before boarding the Golden Knights plane. Ransdell jumped from the plane to deliver the game ball for the WKU vs.
Army game on Nov. 15, 2014. JAKE POPE/HERALD

H

erald photographers have shot plenty of photos of WKU president Gary Ransdell during the
course of his 19-year presidency. After Ransdell’s retirement announcement on Friday, Jan.
29, we began combing our archives looking for our best shots; we were not disappointed. Here’s
a photo page of some of our favorites.
NOTE: Some of these photos are without captions or photo credit. We’ve made every effort
to properly attribute each photo, but were unable to obtain information for all photos by press
time.

RIGHT: WKU President Gary Ransdell awaits his debut as
Big Red before the men's basketball game against Florida
International Thursday night at Diddle Arena. No one in the
crowd knew Ransdell was inside the suit, except for his wife,
Julie.
"It's been burning inside me for 22-years," said Ransdell, who
was on the planning committee that developed Big Red
more than two decades ago.
After 30 minutes of working the crowd and anonymously
performing as Big Red, Ransdell said that it was fun. "The
kids are neat. The students are neat. But the adults don't
quite know how to take Big Red."
H. RICK MACH/HERALD

WKU president Gary Ransdell participates in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge in front
of Guthrie Bell Tower on Friday, Aug. 22. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known
as Lou Gehrig's Disease, is a neurodegenerative disorder. HARRISON HILL/HERALD

